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BROOME ABORIGINAL SHORT-STAY ACCOMMODATION FACILITY 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [2.11 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the delivery of 
an important project designed to improve the access for First Nation people living in the Kimberley to essential 
legal, medical, administrative and other social amenities that they may otherwise find impossible to access. 
The week before last, it was my pleasure to formally open the Broome Aboriginal short-stay accommodation 
facility—also known as BASSA. It is the third such facility of its type in Western Australia. I would like to explain 
to the house the need for such facilities. As I am sure members are all aware, the state government is responsible for 
the support and maintenance of about 165 remote communities across WA. According to the most recent figures 
available, these 165 communities have a combined population of approximately 13 000 people, all requiring varying 
levels of access to government services. As members can appreciate, it is not logistically or economically viable to 
operate the entire range of necessary services in each of these communities to address the multiple needs of residents. 
BASSA allows people to travel to Broome from remote communities and enjoy safe and secure accommodation 
in state-of-the-art facilities while they carry out their official business in town before returning to their respective 
communities. BASSA has capacity to cater for up to 100 guests at a time. The establishment is being managed by 
MercyCare, in collaboration with local organisations Centacare Kimberley, Nirrumbuk Aboriginal Corporation 
and Nyamba Buru Yawuru, and there is a zero drug and alcohol tolerance policy inside the facility. 
The state government invested $20.1 million to develop and build BASSA and has allocated $6.54 million in 
operational funding for the next three years. Its delivery follows the success of WA’s first short-stay facility, which 
opened in Kalgoorlie in 2012, and its second short-stay facility, which opened in Derby in 2014. Since they were 
established, the Kalgoorlie and Derby facilities have provided many thousands of bed nights and significantly 
reduced the number of people sleeping rough in the towns. I take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work 
carried out by the staff of my ministerial colleagues Alannah MacTiernan, Simone McGurk and Stephen Dawson 
in helping to deliver this result and also to thank those ministers for their support for this project that will greatly 
benefit First Nation people in the Kimberley. I also thank the local member, Josie Farrer, for her ongoing advocacy 
for the community. 
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